IRREGULAR VERBS IN ENGLISH

Here are the most common irregular verbs in groups of similarity to make them easier

to memorise.

(1) TYPE A-A-A VERBS: VERBS WITH THE SAME FORMS

build /bzld/ built /bzlt/ built /brlt/ construir
burn (r.) /ba:n/ burnt /bz:nt/ burnt /ba:nt/ quemar, arder
learn (r.) /la:n/ learnt /Iz:nt/ learnt /Iz:nt/ aprender
lend /lend/ lent /lent/ lent /lent/ prestar

send /send/ sent /sent/ sent /sent/ enviar

smell /smel/ smelt /smelt/ smelt /smelt/ oler

spell /spel/ spelt /spelt/ spelt /spelt/ deletrear

1. "A-A-A- SAME FORM" GROUP

V1 BASE FORM

V2 PAST SIMPLE

V3 P. PARTICIPLE

SPANISH MEANING

bet /bet / bet /bet/ bet /bet/ apostar

cost /kost/ cost /kost/ cost /kost/ costar

cut /kat/ cut /kat/ cut /kat/ cortar

hit /hzt/ hit /hzt/ hit /hzt/ golpear

hurt /hs:t/ hurt /hs:t/ hurt / ha:t/ doler, lastimar

let /let/ let /let/ let /let/ permitir, dejar

put /put/ put /put/ put /put/ poner

set /set/ set /set/ set /set/ colocar, estar situado
sweat (r.) /swet/ sweat /swet/ sweat /swet/ sudar

shut /[at/ shut /[at/ shut /[at/ cerrar

spend /spend/

spent /spent/

spent /spent/

lgastar(dinero),pasar tiempo

sweep /swi:p/

swept /swept/

swept /swept/

barrer, apartar

2.3 "A-B-B - T" GROUP (DIFFERENT VOWEL SOUNDS)

(2) TYPE A-B-B VERBS: VERBS WITH ONLY 2 DIFFERENT FORMS
(PAST SIMPLE AND PAST PARTICIPLE ARE THE SAME: V2 = V3)

2.1 "A-B-B - D" GROUP

V1 BASE FORM V2 PAST SIMPLE V3 P. PARTICIPLE SPANISH MEANING
bleed /bli:d/ bled /bled/ bled /bled/ sangrar
feed /fi:d/ fed /fed/ fed /fed/ alimentar
find /faind/ found /faund/ found /faund/ encontrar
have /hav/ had /haed/ had /had/ tener / haber
hear /h1a/ heard /h3:d/ heard /h3:d/ oir
hold /hauld/ held /held/ held /held/ sostener, sujetar
lead /li:d/ led /led/ led /led/ dirigir, llevar
make /mezk/ made /mezd/ made /mezd/ hacer, fabricar
pay /pei1/ paid /pexd/ paid /pexd/ pagar
read /ri:d/ read /red/* read /red/* leer
say /sei/ said /sed/ said /sed/ decir
sell /sel/ sold /sauld/ sold /sauld/ vender
tell /tel/ told /tauld/ told /tauld/ decir, contar
stand /stzend/ stood /stud/ stood /stud/ lestar de pie, permanecer
understand understood understood lentender, comprender

2.2 "A-B-B - T " GROUP (SAME VOWEL SOUNDS)

[ V1 BASE FORM

| V2 PAST SIMPLE

| V3 P. PARTICIPLE

SPANISH MEANING

V1 BASE FORM V2 PAST SIMPLE V3 P. PARTICIPLE SPANISH MEANING
dream (r.) /dri:m/ dreamt /dremt/ dreamt /dremt/ sofiar
feel /fi:ll felt /felt/ felt /felt/ sentir
keep /ki:p/ kept /kept/ kept /kept/ guardar, mantener
leave /li:v/ left /left/ left /left/ dejar, marcharse
mean /mi:n/ meant /ment/ meant /ment/ significar, querer decir
meet /mi:t/ met /met/ met /met/ conocer, encontrarse
sleep /sli:p/ slept /slept/ slept /slept/ dormir
get /get/ got /got/ got /gnt/ obtener
lose /lu:z/ lost /lost/ lost /lost/ perder
shoot /Ju:t/ shot /[ot/ shot /[ot/ disparar
sit /stt/ sat /seet/ sat /seaet/ sentarse
spit /spit/ spat /spat/ spat /spat/ escupir
light /lalt/ lit /1xt/ lit /1zt/ encender
shine /[azn/ shone /Jon/ shone /fon/ brillar
win /wzn/ won /wan/ won /wan/ ganar

2.4 " A-B-B - OUGHT" GROUP

V1 BASE FORM

V2 PAST SIMPLE

V3 P. PARTICIPLE

SPANISH MEANING

bring /brin/

brought /bro:t/

brought /bra:t/

traer

buy /bar/ bought /bo:t/ bought /bo:t/ comprar
fight /fazt/ fought [fo:t/ fought /fo:t/ luchar
think /8xnk/ thought /82:t/ thought /82:t/ pensar
catch /keet[/ caught /ko:t/ caught /ko:t/ coger
teach /ti:tf/ taught /to:t/ taught /to:t/ ensefiar
seek /si:k/ sought /so:t/ sought /so:t/ buscar

(3) TYPE A-B-A VERBS: V1 =V3

V1 BASE FORM V2 PAST SIMPLE V3 P. PARTICIPLE SPANISH MEANING
become /br'kam/ became /br'’kezm/ | become /br'kam/ llegar a ser
come  /kam/ came /keim/ come  /kam/ venir
run Iran/ ran Iraen/ run Iran/ correr




(4) TYPE A-B-C VERBS: VERBS WITH 3 DIFFERENT FORMS
BASE FORM, PAST SIMPLE AND PAST PARTICIPLE ARE DIFFERENT

4.1 "EN" GROUP

4.5 "EW-OWN" GROUP

V1 BASE FORM V2 PAST SIMPLE V3 P. PARTICIPLE SPANISH MEANING
blow /blsu/ blew /blu:/ blown /blaun/ soplar, sonarse
draw /dra:/ drew /dru:/ drawn /dro:n/ dibujar
fly /flaz/ flew /flu:/ flown /flaun/ volar, viajar en avién
grow /grau/ grew /gru:/ grown /graun/ crecer, cultivar
know /nau/ knew /nju:/ known /naun/ saber, conocer

throw /6rau/

threw /6ru:/

thrown /@raun/

tirar, lanzar

4.6 "I-A-U" GROUP

V1 BASE FORM

V2 PAST SIMPLE

V3 P. PARTICIPLE

SPANISH MEANING

begin /br'gzn/

began /br'gan/

begun /br'gan/

empezar, comenzar

V1 BASE FORM V2 PAST SIMPLE V3 P. PARTICIPLE SPANISH MEANING
bite /bart/ bit [bxt/ bitten [bxtn/ morder
eat li:t/ ate lext/ eaten fi:tn/ comer
fall Ifa:l/ fell Ifelll fallen [fa:lan/ caer
forget  /fa'get/ forgot  /fa'got/ forgotten /fa'gptn/ | olvidar
forbid  /fa'bxd/ forbade /fa'berd/ forbidden /fa'bzdn/ | prohibir
forgive [fa'grv/ forgave /fa'gerv/ forgiven  /fa'givn/ perdonar
give Igzv/ gave /ge1v/ given /gzvn/ dar
hide [hazd/ hid [hxd/ hidden /hxdn/ esconder, ocultar
shake /[ezk/ shook fuk/ shaken /' fetkan/ agitar
take Itexk/ took Itukl/ taken ['terkan/ coger, llevar
beat Ibi:t/ *beat Ibi:t/ beaten /bi:tn/ golpear, vencer

4.2 "I-0-I" GROUP

V1 BASE FORM V2 PAST SIMPLE V3 P. PARTICIPLE SPANISH MEANING
drive  /drazv/ drove /drauv/ driven  /drivn/ conducir
ride /raxd/ rode /raud/ ridden  /rzdn/ montar (bici, caballo,moto)
rise Iraxz/ rose [rauz/ risen Irizn/ subir, elevarse
write  /razt/ wrote /raut/ written  /ritn/ escribir

4.3 "/au/" GROUP

V1 BASE FORM

V2 PAST SIMPLE

V3 P. PARTICIPLE

SPANISH MEANING

break /brezk/ broke  /brauk/ broken ['braukan/ | romper

choose Itfu:z]/ chose [tfauz/ chosen ['tfouzan / | elegir

freeze Ifri:z/ froze Ilfravuz/ frozen /'frauzan/ | congelar, helarse
speak Ispi:k/ spoke /spauk/ | spoken /'spaukan/ | hablar

steal Isti:l/ stole Istaul/ stolen /'staulan/ | robar

wake up Iwezk/ woke up /wauk/ woken up /'waukan/ | despertarse

4.4 "-N" GROUP

V1 BASE FORM

V2 PAST SIMPLE

V3 P. PARTICIPLE

SPANISH MEANING

be /bi:/ was, were /woz, w3:/ | been /bi:n/ ser, estar

do /du:/ did /dzd/ done /dan/ hacer

go /gaul/ went /went/ gone /gon/ ir

lie Nlaz/ lay /lex/ lain /lezn/ tumbarse

see /si:/ Saw /sa:/ seen /si:n/ ver

show /feu/ showed /[sud/ shown / Jaun/ mostrar

tear /tea/ tore /to:/ torn /ta:n/ romper, rasgar
wear /weas/ wore /woa:/ worn /wa:n/ llevar puesto (ropa)

swear /swea/

swore /swo:/

Sworn /swoa:n/

jurar

drink /drznk/ drank /draenk/ drunk /drank/ beber
ring /rin/ rang /ran/ rung /ran/ llamar por tlf., sonar
sing /sin/ sang /szn/ sung /san/ cantar
sink /sznk/ sank /sznk/ sunk /sank/ hundir
swim /swim/ swam /swam/ swum /swam/ nadar

(5) OTHER IRREGULAR VERBS (MIXED GROUPS)

creep /kri:p/ crept /krept/ crept /krept/ arrastrarse, reptar
deal /di:l/ dealt /delt/ dealt /delt/ tratar, negociar

dig /dzg/ dug /dag/ dug /dag/ cavar, hurgar

hang (r.) /haen/ hung /han/ hung /han/ colgar

lay /lex/ laid /lexd/ laid /lexd/ poner, colocar

lean (r.) /li:n/ leant /lent/ leant /lent/ apoyarse, inclinarse
mistake /mis'tezk/ mistook /mis'tuk/ mistaken /mis'terkn/ | confundir, equivocar
slide /slaxd/ slid /slzd/ slid /slzd/ deslizarse

spill (r.) /sp1l/ spilt /spzlt/ spilt /sp1lt/ verter, derrarmarse

spoil (r.) /spozl/

spoilt /sporlt/

spoilt /spozlt/

echar a perder, mimar

spread /spred/

spread /spred/

spread /spred/

extender

stick /stzk/

stuck /stak/

stuck /stak/

pegar, clavar






